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December 1 

Before the Beginning  

 
John 1:1-5 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 

came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being 

that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light 

of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not comprehend it. 

 

The whole meaning of Christmas hinges on John 1:1: “In the 

beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word 

was God.” If we don’t understand that the birth of Jesus was not His 

beginning, then we will miss the significance of the One that was 

born. He is without beginning because He existed in the beginning 

before the creation of the world. John uses the exact same phrase 

that begins the Greek translation of Genesis: “In the beginning.” 

Before time and the existence of the universe, when there was 

nothing in existence other than God Himself, Jesus—the Word—was! 

What we celebrate at Christmas is not the beginning of Jesus’ life. 

What we celebrate is that the second member of the Trinity, who 

has always existed in eternity past, humbled Himself and clothed 

Himself in a human body to save us from our sins.  

 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas:  

 

� Consider the humility that Jesus displayed by subjecting 

Himself to a human body in time and space where He 

experienced the very trials we face in a fallen world. Pause to 

rejoice that He can sympathize with our weaknesses and daily 

experiences (Heb 4:14-16).  

� Consider how you might reflect the humility of Christ in your 

thoughts, actions, and relationships with people throughout 

this Christmas season.  
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December 2 

The Living Word ~ Part 1 

 

John 1:1-5 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 

came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being 

that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light 

of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not comprehend it. 

 

When John refers to Jesus as the Word, surely this is one of the 

strangest titles ever given to someone. A word is a means of 

communication. Jesus is the perfect revelation, the full disclosure, of 

all that God is. Just think of how this Word (logos) would strike the 

minds of John’s readers. To the Greek mind, logos referred to the 

abstract principle of reason and order in the universe (i.e. science). 

John was clarifying that the order they see in the universe, that 

which holds it all together is the design that flows from the mind of 

Jesus. To the Jewish mind, the word of the Lord in the Old Testament 

was more than just communication or revelation. It was the power of 

God to create and deliver. The Psalmist expressed it this way: “By the 

Word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of His 

mouth, all their starry host….He sent forth His word and healed 

them; he rescued them from the grave” (Ps 33:6; 107:20). Jesus is the 

living manifestation of the power of God in action! He is the agent by 

which the power of God takes effect. He is the wisdom, the mind, 

behind all true scientific genius and He is the power that brings it all 

into existence. He is the perfect revelation, the full disclosure of 

God’s character and ways. He is the living Word! In the words of 

Hebrews, “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the 

prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has 

spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, 

through whom also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His 

glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all 

things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of 
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sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high…” (Heb 

1:1-3). 

 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas:  

 

� Let this vision of Jesus as the living Word press you beyond 

sentimental images of a baby in the manger or a nice “Sunday 

School” Jesus, to awe-inspiring worship and reverence for the 

Creator who possesses perfect brilliance and infinite power. 

� If Jesus is the “final and decisive message of God”
1
  and the 

perfect display of God’s character and nature (Hebrews 1:1-

3), what priority should He be given in our lives? How can we 

practically give Him His proper place?  

� Take a moment to meditate on Hebrews 1:1-3. Express your 

worship to Christ as God’s Word to us, the Creator to whom 

all of creation belongs, the visible manifestation of God’s 

glory, the perfect imprint of His nature, the Sustainer of the 

universe, and the One who purifies you from sin and is now 

seated at the right hand of God with all authority as your 

Advocate (cf. Heb 7:25; I John 2:1).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 John Piper, In the Beginning was the Word. (9-21-08 sermon on John 1:1-3). 

www.desiringgod.org.  
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December 3 

The Living Word ~ Part 2 

 
John 1:1-5 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 

came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being 

that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light 

of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not comprehend it. 

 

When John says that the Word was with God, he’s not merely saying 

that Jesus was in the vicinity of God’s presence. The word we 

translate with (pros) has a primary meaning of to. There is a sense 

here of deep, intimate, face-to-face fellowship. We know from 

Exodus 33 that no one can stand in the unveiled presence of God, 

face to face and enjoy such privilege unless he is holy like God is holy, 

unless he is perfect like God is perfect. Bearing all of the richest 

perfections of God Himself, Jesus enjoyed face-to-face fellowship 

with the Father. Here is the amazing reality of the Trinity. Jesus was 

distinct from the Father and the Spirit, being with them, and yet He 

was in total and perfect unity with them as God Himself. Even more 

amazing is that He came to earth to die on a cross where He was to 

utter those shocking words, “My God, My God, Why have you 

forsaken Me” (Mark 15:34; cf. Psalm 22). He took upon Himself our 

sinful alienation from God so that we could one day stand before 

God face-to-face, “blameless and with great joy” (Jude 1:24). God 

Himself paid the ultimate price so that we could be reconciled to 

Him. That’s why Christmas is a season for joy! 

 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas:  

 

� How easy it would be to go through the Christmas season 

with all its festivities and yet remain distant from God. Christ 

has come so that you might experience intimate, “face-to-

face” communion with God.  
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� Purpose in your heart to draw near to Christ each day of this 

Christmas season with a worshipful heart as you reflect on 

His greatness.  
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December 4 

The Creator 

 
John 1:1-5 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 

came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into 

being that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and the life was 

the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not comprehend it. 

 

Twice John says that the Word, Jesus, is the Creator of all that has 

come into being. First he states it in the positive: “All things came 

into being through Him.” Then he states it negatively: “Apart from 

Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”  

 

This second statement has an incredible implication. Not only is Jesus 

the Creator (along with the Father and Holy Spirit), but He Himself is 

clearly not a created being because John clarifies that all created 

things, without exception, were from Him. That excludes Jesus 

Himself from the possibility of being a created being. The only other 

option is for Him to be an eternally existing being which is where 

John began: “In the beginning was the Word!” So when Colossians 

1:15 says that Jesus was the “first-born of all creation” it does not 

mean that He was the first to be created but rather that He, as the 

Creator and the eternally-existing Son, had the privileged status of 

presiding over all creation as the executor or inheritor of all that 

exists.  

 

The implications of John 1:3 are striking!  

 

� If Jesus is the Creator, then we belong to Him. 

� If Jesus is the Creator, then He has every right to us. 

� If Jesus is the Creator, then our only posture before Him is 

either submission or rebellion. 
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� If Jesus is the Creator, then everyone and everything finds its 

purpose and significance in Him.  

 

As the apostle Paul so beautifully wrote of Jesus, “He is the image of 

the invisible God, the first-born of all creation. For by Him all things 

were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things 

have been created by Him and for Him. And He is before all things, 

and in Him all things hold together. He is also head of the body, the 

church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that 

He Himself might come to have first place in everything. For it was 

the Father's good pleasure for all the fulness to dwell in Him, and 

through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace 

through the blood of His cross…” (Col 1:15-20). 

 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas:  

 

� Do you live your daily life from the perspective that you 

belong to Jesus as your Creator?  

� Take a moment to prayerfully relinquish the rights of your life 

to Jesus. Ask Him to give you the grace and wisdom to 

progressively yield your “rights” to Him for a life of glad 

submission rather than rebellion.  

� Are you finding your purpose and significance in your 

relationship to Christ, or in other things? Are you living in the 

full satisfaction of having been created “for Him?”  
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December 5 

The Light of the World 

 
John 1:1-5 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 

came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being 

that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light 

of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not comprehend it. 

 

These verses well summarize the whole Gospel of John. Jesus the 

Eternal Word clothed Himself in a human body to live on this earth 

as light in the midst of sin’s darkness. But men loved the darkness 

rather than the light and rejected Him because they did not see Him 

for who He was.  

 

But there’s another way to understand verse 5. The Greek verb 

katelaben, which many translations render comprehend, also means 

“to overpower.” In fact, every other time John uses the word 

katelaben, it has the sense of overcoming. Therefore verse 5 could 

be read, “The Light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not 

overcome it” (ESV).  

 

Remember, John is writing after the fact as an eye-witness of the 

Risen Christ. Jesus died on the cross at the hands of sinful men, but 

the darkness of this world did not ultimately extinguish His Light 

(darkness can never overcome light!). Death was swallowed up in 

victory! 

 

The Christmas Child came to be the triumphant Light of the world. 

And that is precisely where the Gospel of John climaxes—testifying 

to Jesus’ triumphant resurrection. “These [things] have been written 

that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 

believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). 
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Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas:  

 

� Pause to rejoice that the darkness did not overcome the 

Light.  

� Remember, Christmas is a time to celebrate Christ as the 

triumphant Light of the world. Though He died at the hands 

of sinful men, He was not overcome by the darkness of their 

sin but was in fact overcoming the darkness of sin and death 

to offer us the light of life. As you abide in Christ this 

Christmas, you abide in triumph.  
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December 6 

The Creator of Man 

 

Genesis 1:26-31 
26

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 

likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds 

of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every 

creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  
27

God created man in His 

own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He 

created them.  
28

God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful 

and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish 

of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing 

that moves on the earth."  
29

Then God said, "Behold, I have given you 

every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and 

every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you;  

 
30

and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to 

everything that moves on the earth which has life, I have given every 

green plant for food"; and it was so.  
31

God saw all that He had made, 

and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the sixth day.  
 

Genesis chapter one is not a passage of scripture that we would 

typically associate with Christmas. And yet it is where the story of 

Christmas really begins because it is where the story of our 

relationship with God begins. God created us in His image so that we 

could have a relationship with Him of far greater quality than the rest 

of creation--a relationship of intimate communication and deep 

satisfaction. 

 

Christmas is a great opportunity to ponder this great privilege we’ve 

been given to bear the image of God.  Greater still is the grace that 

God has shown us in sending His own Son to restore that image that 

was so tragically marred by sin. 

 

Christmas is a celebration of Christ coming in the flesh – the Son of 

God perfectly bearing the image of His Father (see Heb. 1:3). Then, 

allowing His own face and body to be marred by sinful man, He took 
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our place on the cross.  Oh, that we might increasingly reflect Jesus’ 

likeness as we, too, pursue the intimacy and deep satisfaction of the 

Father’s presence. 

 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas: 

 

• Ask the Father to open your heart to a deeper intimacy with 

Him. 

• Thank God for the privilege of bearing His image and ask Him 

to continue refining that image by creating a pure heart in 

you that reflects the heart of Jesus. 
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December 7 

The Fall of Man and Promise of Redemption 

 

Genesis 3:1-24 
1
Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the 

LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 

'You shall not eat from any tree of the garden'?"  
2
The woman said to 

the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 
3
but 

from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has 

said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.'"  

 

 
4
The serpent said to the woman, "You surely will not die!  

5
"For God 

knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil."  

 

 
6
When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make 

one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her 

husband with her, and he ate.  
7
Then the eyes of both of them were 

opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 

leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.  
8
They heard 

the sound of the LORD  

 

God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his 

wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the 

trees of the garden.  
9
Then the LORD God called to the man, and said 

to him, "Where are you?"  
10

He said, "I heard the sound of You in the 

garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself."  

 

 
11

And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 

from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  
12

The man 

said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me from 

the tree, and I ate." 
13

Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What 

is this you have done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived 

me, and I ate."  
14

The LORD God said to the serpent, 

         "Because you have done this, 

         Cursed are you more than all cattle, 
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         And more than every beast of the field; 

         On your belly you will go, 

         And dust you will eat 

         All the days of your life;  

    
15

And I will put enmity 

         Between you and the woman, 

         And between your seed and her seed; 

         He shall bruise you on the head, 

         And you shall bruise him on the heel."  

 
16

To the woman He said, 

         "I will greatly multiply 

         Your pain in childbirth, 

         In pain you will bring forth children; 

         Yet your desire will be for your husband, 

         And he will rule over you."  

 

 
17

Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of 

your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded 

you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; 

         Cursed is the ground because of you; 

         In toil you will eat of it 

         All the days of your life.  

    
18

"Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; 

         And you will eat the plants of the field;  

     
19

By the sweat of your face 

         You will eat bread, 

         Till you return to the ground, 

         Because from it you were taken; 

         For you are dust, 

         And to dust you shall return."  

 
20

Now the man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the 

mother of all the living. 
21

The LORD God made garments of skin for 

Adam and his wife, and clothed them.  
22

Then the LORD God said, 

"Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; 

and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree 
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of life, and eat, and live forever"-- 
23

therefore the LORD God sent him 

out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he 

was taken. 
24

So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden 

of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which 

turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.  
 

Unfortunately the bliss of man’s relationship with God, which began 

so beautifully and intimately only lasted until Genesis chapter three.  

Adam and Eve fell into the deceptive trap of sin by thinking that they 

could live life their own way, according to their own decisions, 

independently of God (Gen 3:1-6). When sin entered the world, it 

was accompanied by shame (vs. 7-11), blame (vs. 12), and self-

justification (vs. 13). Yet the greatest consequence of sin would be 

the judgment of a holy God – death – eternal separation from our 

Creator of life!  
 

Yet when we look closely at Genesis 3, we also find evidence of God's 

mercy. God sought out His wayward children and gave them 

opportunity to confess their sin and repent (vs. 9-13). Then in vs. 15, 

God makes an incredible promise. Speaking to the serpent He says, "I 

will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike his 

heel." In other words there would be a spiritual battle of hostility 

between man and Satan. But this warfare would eventually 

be won by one of Eve's descendents. And though Satan would 

strike Him on the heel like the fatal bite of a snake, this Promised 

One would crush the head of the serpent. Genesis 3:15 is the first 

promise of Christmas as it points to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who 

would take on human flesh so that He could take the strike of death 

on the cross in order to crush Satan under His feet (Col 2:13-15; Rom 

16:20; Rev 20) and free those created in His image to be reconciled 

to God (Col 1:22; 2 Cor 5:18-20; Rom 5:10).  
 

Then as an illustration of how this promise would be fulfilled, God 

killed an animal in Adam and Eve's place and used its skin to make 

clothing to cover their shame (Gen 3:21). Have you ever wondered if 

that animal was a lamb? In Genesis 3 we see both God's justice 
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 (opposing sin) and God's mercy (seeking sinners). Christmas makes 

little sense without the backdrop of Genesis 1-3. Jesus Christ, the 

eternally existing Son of God, was born of a woman (clothing Himself 

in a human body - Phil 2:6-8) in order to die in our place overcoming 

the penalty of sin, the sting of death, and the power of Satan. He 

came to reconcile our relationship with God so that the image of God 

could be restored in us.  
 

There is one final event in Genesis chapter 3 that highlights the 

blessing we celebrate at Christmas. Genesis 3:22-24 continues, "And 

the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, 

knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand 

and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." So the 

LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground 

from which he had been taken. After he drove the man out, he placed 

on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword 

flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life." This was 

an act of grace! By keeping Adam and Eve from the tree of life after 

their rebellion, God was mercifully preventing them from sealing 

mankind's eternal destiny in its sinful state. In other words, God did 

not want us to live eternally in our sinful state of hostility toward 

God. God turned the curse of death (Gen 3:3) into a blessing! And 

ultimately, through death, Christ would restore us to eternal life of 

friendship with God. That is why we celebrate Christmas. The Savior 

has come! 

 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas: 

 

• Have you personally been reconciled to God through faith in 

Jesus Christ?  

• Have you confessed and repented of your own sin by turning 

away from your independent life of justifying self and 

blaming others? More importantly, have you turned to Christ 

and surrendered your independence to Him? Can you point 

to the change that Christ has made in your life as your Savior? 

Are you living as though He is Lord over all of your life, 

relationships, and decisions?  
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• Has the fear of death been transformed into an anticipation 

of eternal blessing?  

• Is there a deepening intimacy of communication and 

satisfaction in your relationship with Jesus? 
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December 8 

A Prophet Will Come 

 

Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
15

"The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 

among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him.  

 
16

"This is according to all that you asked of the LORD your God in 

Horeb on the day of the assembly, saying, 'Let me not hear again the 

voice of the LORD my God, let me not see this great fire anymore, or I 

will die.' 
17

"The LORD said to me, 'They have spoken well. 
18

'I will 

raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will 

put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 

command him. 
19

'It shall come about that whoever will not listen to 

My words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of 

him.  

  

Moses was considered the greatest prophet of the Old Testament. 

Though his leadership was often tested, he eventually became the 

man most revered by the Jewish people. It was through Moses that 

God gave His law to the people and "the LORD would speak to Moses 

face to face, as a man speaks with his friend" (Exodus 33:11).  Yet 

Moses himself indicated in Deuteronomy 18 that a similar, yet 

greater, prophet would come--One who would speak the very words 

of God with such potency that God Himself would personally hold 

people accountable for how they responded to His message.  

  

But who could be a greater prophet than Moses? In Acts chapter 3 

we discover that this prophet who would supersede Moses is Jesus 

Christ: "Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be 

wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that 

he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you--[namely] 

Jesus. He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to 

restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy 

prophets. For Moses said, 'The Lord your God will raise up for you a 

prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to 

everything he tells you. Anyone who does not listen to him will be 
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completely cut off from among his people.'" (Acts 2:19-23; see also 

Acts 7:37; Hebrews 3:1-6); John 1:45). 

 

While there are many similarities between the life of Moses and 

the life of Christ, Jesus superseded Moses in every way. Moses was a 

mouthpiece for God--Jesus would speak with the very mouth of God. 

Moses talked with God face to face--Jesus spoke to the Father as His 

only begotten Son and Himself shared in the very nature of God. 

Moses gave the law--Jesus was the Living Word, the fullness of grace 

and truth who fulfilled the law (John 1:14, 17; Matthew 5:17). Moses 

interceded for the people--Jesus not only interceded for the people, 

He became their mediator through the substitutionary sacrifice of 

His own life on their behalf.  

  

And so we discover that we can celebrate Christmas from the book 

of Deuteronomy. The child born in the manger would supersede 

even the greatest prophet the world would ever see--God Himself 

speaking in human flesh. "In the past God spoke to our forefathers 

through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these 

last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of 

all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the 

radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, 

sustaining all things by his powerful word..." (Hebrews 1:1-3). 

 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas: 

 

• How do you revere the authority of Jesus' word in your own 

life? How well are you listening to Him (i.e., obeying His 

word)? How you answer this question will reveal how much 

you love Him (John 14:15--"If you love Me you will keep My 

commandments"). 

• How does your life reflect the supremacy of Jesus over all 

other voices? Is it evident to others that Jesus is your most 

cherished loyalty?  

• Moses said that those who failed to listen to Jesus would 

experience God's judgment (Deut 18:19; cf. Acts 2:23).  

1 John 5:12 says it this way: "He who has the Son has life; he 
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who does not have the Son of God does not have life," 

speaking of eternal life. Do you have the Son? He is the 

guarantee of eternal life.  
 

Remember: Without Christ, Christmas is merely cultural. With Him it 

is life! 
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December 9 

A Virgin With Child 
 

Isaiah 7:10-14 

 
10

Then the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 
11

"Ask a sign for 

yourself from the LORD your God; make it deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven."  
12

But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, nor will I test the LORD!"  

 
13

Then he said, "Listen now, O house of David! Is it too slight a thing 

for you to try the patience of men, that you will try the patience of 

my God as well?  
14

"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: 

Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His 

name Immanuel.  

 

The context of Isaiah 7:10-14 is one of fear and dread for King Ahaz 

("his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the trees of the 

forest shake in the wind"--vs. 2). Rather than anticipating the help 

and deliverance of God's presence, Ahaz is anticipating the 

devastation that his kingdom will suffer from a looming invasion by 

his enemies.  

 

So God sends the prophet Isaiah to King Ahaz to encourage him with 

the news that the invasion of Judah will be unsuccessful: "Take care 

and be calm, have no fear and do not be fainthearted because of 

these two stubs of smoldering firebrands" (vs. 4). Then God calls Ahaz 

to replace his fear with faith ("If you will not believe, you surely will 

not last"--vs. 9) and offers to perform a sign to bolster his faith in 

God. Can you imagine if God made you an offer like this: "Ask a sign 

for yourself from the Lord your God; make it deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven" (vs. 11).   
 

Ahaz has the opportunity to ask God to do something so big, so 

impossible, that when it happens he couldn't possibly doubt God's 

word. But Ahaz persists in his unbelief and tries to cover it up with a 

pseudo-reverence when he says, "I will not ask, nor will I test the 

Lord" (vs. 12).  While it’s true that Deuteronomy 6:16 says, "You shall 

not put the Lord your God to the test," it is clear that what was being 

prohibited was testing God with disobedience.  And this is precisely 
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what Ahaz does by refusing a sign. He is testing God's patience with 

his disobedience in not asking for a sign (vs. 13).  So the Lord Himself 

chooses the sign that he will give Ahaz: "Behold, a virgin will be with 

child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel" (vs. 14).  

How would this be a sign to Ahaz about his situation?  In chapter 8, 

Isaiah marries a young prophetess who was a virgin at the time the 

prophecy was given. Their marriage was soon blessed with a child, 

Maher-shalal-hash-baz, who was also referred to as Immanuel (vs. 8) 

indicating that God would indeed be with Ahaz (cf. vs. 10) and that 

before the boy was old enough to know right from wrong, Ahaz's 

enemies would be overthrown (Isa. 7:16).  
 

Yet Matthew 1:23 indicates that there was yet a much greater 

fulfillment to come in the birth of a Messiah who would ultimately 

deliver His people from their stubborn, sinful unbelief (cf. Matt 1:21).  
 

This great news in Matthew 1 was specifically given to Joseph, who 

also must have struggled to believe that Mary could be with child 

and yet remain a virgin.  
 

There is no question that our unbelief is debilitating to us (cf. Luke 

1:20), yet how grateful we can be that our unbelief does not limit 

God or frustrate His plans (see Job 42:2). What an incredible gift! 

God overcomes our unbelief by giving us the gift of Himself in Jesus--

Immanuel, God with us! 

  

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas:  

 

• Which is greater in your heart, the fear of man or the fear of 

God? Ask God to give you a genuine reverence for Himself 

that replaces fear with obedient faith.  

• Ahaz's greatest downfall was not just fear, but his refusal to 

be moved by the Word of the Lord in the midst of His fear. 

Pray that God will give you a receptive heart to His Word 

when your circumstances require you to trust God.  

• Thank Jesus for being your Immanuel--an ever-present help in 

times of trouble (cf. Ps 46; 90). 
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December 10 

A Child Will be Born to Us 
 

Isaiah 8:21-22  
21And they will pass through the land hard-pressed and famished, 

and it will turn out that when they are hungry, they will be enraged 

and curse their king and their God as they face upward.  22Then they 

will look to the earth, and behold, distress and darkness, the gloom 

of anguish; and they will be driven away into darkness. 
 

Isaiah 9:1-7 
1
But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in 

earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali 

with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of 

the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles.  

    
2
The people who walk in darkness 

         Will see a great light; 

         Those who live in a dark land, 

         The light will shine on them.  

    
3
You shall multiply the nation, 

         You shall increase their gladness; 

         They will be glad in Your presence 

         As with the gladness of harvest, 

         As men rejoice when they divide the spoil.  

    
4
For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on 

 their shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of 

 Midian.  

    
5
For every boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult, 

         And cloak rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire.  

    
6
For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; 

         And the government will rest on His shoulders; 

         And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

 God,  Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  

    
7
There will be no end to the increase of His government or of 

 peace, 

  On the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

         To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness 
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         From then on and forevermore  

         The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this. 

 

How do we celebrate Christmas when life is not wrapped in joy, 

peace, and good cheer—when life is messy rather than merry? Do 

we have to escape real life to get into the spirit of Christmas?  

 

Let me remind you that the promise of Christmas is for real life. The 

promise of the Christ child in Isaiah 9:6, which we love to sing about 

and read about in greeting cards came in the midst of life’s 

harshness.  

 

The last two verses of Isaiah 8 demonstrate how bleak life would 

become for God’s people as He raised up the Assyrians to take them 

into captivity as judgment for rejecting God. The darkness of Isaiah 

8:21-22 is a picture of sin—rejecting God. Notice what life would be 

like without Him: “hard-pressed…famished…hungry…enraged… 

curse…distress…darkness…gloom…anguish…darkness.” When Isaiah 

refers to “those who live in a dark land,” it could literally be 

translated “those who dwell in the shadow of death” (Isa 9:2).  

 

Yet, even in the midst of such darkness would come the glimmering 

light of hope in this promise: “The people who walk in darkness will 

see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on 

them” (Isa 9:2). A day would come when God’s people would be 

released from their oppressors—when again they would be glad in 

God’s presence (Isa 9:3). And still a greater day would come, that 

even we wait for, when Jesus will come a second time to establish 

His universal reign of peace on the earth: “There will be no end to the 

increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and 

over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

righteousness From then on and forevermore” (Isa 9:7). The 

fulfillment of this promise would all begin with the birth of a child—

the Son of God who would save His people from their sins: “For a 

child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government 

will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa 9:6). 
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Matthew 4:12-16 quotes Isaiah 9:1 confirming that this light that 

would appear in Galilee of the Gentiles would be none other than 

Jesus Christ, the Light of the World!  

 

Christmas is about so much more than momentary, sentimental 

feelings which quickly flee when life is messy. Christmas is about real 

hope that produces real peace which provides real joy in the midst of 

real life. Jesus will walk with you through the valley of the shadow 

death. He will fulfill the promise that a day is coming when all wrongs 

will be made right, and until then, He will be your Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal One, and Prince of Peace who in all 

things works for the good of those who love Him (Rom 8:28).  
 

The cause for rejoicing is that Jesus has come to save us from our 

sins (Matt 1:21)—to grant the joy of forgiveness, the hope of eternal 

life, and the grace to persevere until then. 
 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas: 
  

• What burdens are you carrying this Christmas season that 

 threaten to diminish your joy?  Entrust your concerns to the 

Lord (1 Peter 5:7). 

• Take a moment to pause and acknowledge that Jesus is the 

light in the midst of your darkness.  Thank Him for bearing 

your grief and sorrows and for the healing that comes 

through the cross(Isaiah 53:4-5). 

• Praise Jesus for being your Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6-7). 

• Encourage yourself in the days ahead by remembering the 

 comfort of His presence now and the promised hope of His 

 return in the future to establish perfect peace. 
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December 11 

A Righteous Judge 

 

Isaiah 11:1-5 

    
1
Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, 

         And a branch from his roots will bear fruit.  

    
2
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, 

         The spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

         The spirit of counsel and strength, 

         The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  

    
3
And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, 

         And He will not judge by what His eyes see, 

         Nor make a decision by what His ears hear;  

 

    
4
But with righteousness He will judge the poor, 

         And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; 

         And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, 

         And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.  

    
5
Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, 

         And faithfulness the belt about His waist. 

 

What child is this who on Mary's lap lay sleeping? Isaiah 11 gives us 

some incredible insight as to just who He is. He is the One upon 

whom the Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel and power 

would rest in fullest measure. He is the One who would perfectly and 

purely live out the fear of the Lord.  

  

This child is also the One who will one day show Himself to be the 

King of kings and Lord of lords. He will not rule by mere human 

perception (i.e. eyes and ears, vs. 3) but with perfect righteousness. 

He will destroy all evil and establish perfect peace on this earth.  

  

We celebrate the child who has come--who through His perfect life, 

sacrificial death, and triumphant resurrection has opened the door 

to all that He will accomplish in the future. And we anticipate His 

return to bring all of history to its grand finale of peace.  
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 Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas: 

 

• Where do you turn when you need wisdom, understanding 

and counsel? Where do you turn when you lack power?  

• How do you cling to hope and encouragement when 

unrighteousness and injustice surround you?  

• Keep your eyes fixed on the future assurance of Christ's 

triumphant return as King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev 19). 

Live in the peace of His presence as you seek His wisdom 

each day. 
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December 12 

The Sovereign Lord 

 

Isaiah 40:1-31 

    
1
"Comfort, O comfort My people," says your God.  

    
2
"Speak kindly to Jerusalem; 

         And call out to her, that her warfare has ended, 

         That her iniquity has been removed, 

         That she has received of the LORD'S hand 

         Double for all her sins."  

    
3
A voice is calling, 

         "Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; 

         Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.  

    
4
"Let every valley be lifted up, 

         And every mountain and hill be made low; 

         And let the rough ground become a plain, 

         And the rugged terrain a broad valley;  

    
5
Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 

         And all flesh will see it together; 

         For the mouth of the LORD has spoken."  

    
6
A voice says, "Call out." 

         Then he answered, "What shall I call out?" 

         All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the  

 flower of the field.  

    
7
The grass withers, the flower fades, 

         When the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 

         Surely the people are grass.  

    
8
The grass withers, the flower fades, 

         But the word of our God stands forever.  

    
9
Get yourself up on a high mountain, 

         O Zion, bearer of good news, 

         Lift up your voice mightily, 

         O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; 

         Lift it up, do not fear  

         Say to the cities of Judah, 

         "Here is your God!"  

    
10

Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, 
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         With His arm ruling for Him  

         Behold, His reward is with Him 

         And His recompense before Him.  

    
11

Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, 

         In His arm He will gather the lambs 

         And carry them in His bosom; 

         He will gently lead the nursing ewes.  

    
12

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, 

         And marked off the heavens by the span, 

         And calculated the dust of the earth by the measure, 

         And weighed the mountains in a balance 

         And the hills in a pair of scales?  

    
13

Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, 

         Or as His counselor has informed Him?  

    
14

With whom did He consult and who gave Him understanding? 

         And who taught Him in the path of justice and taught Him 

 knowledge and informed Him of the way of understanding?  

    
15

Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, 

         And are regarded as a speck of dust on the scales; 

         Behold, He lifts up the islands like fine dust.  

    
16

Even Lebanon is not enough to burn, 

         Nor its beasts enough for a burnt offering.  

    
17

All the nations are as nothing before Him, 

         They are regarded by Him as less than nothing and 

 meaningless.  

    
18

To whom then will you liken God? 

         Or what likeness will you compare with Him?  

    
19

As for the idol, a craftsman casts it, 

         A goldsmith plates it with gold, 

         And a silversmith fashions chains of silver.  

    
20

He who is too impoverished for such an offering 

         Selects a tree that does not rot; 

         He seeks out for himself a skillful craftsman 

         To prepare an idol that will not totter.  

    
21

Do you not know? Have you not heard? 

         Has it not been declared to you from the beginning? 

         Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?  
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22

It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, 

         And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, 

         Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain 

         And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.  

    
23

He it is who reduces rulers to nothing, 

         Who makes the judges of the earth meaningless.  

    
24

Scarcely have they been planted, 

         Scarcely have they been sown, 

         Scarcely has their stock taken root in the earth, 

         But He merely blows on them, and they wither, 

         And the storm carries them away like stubble.  

    
25

"To whom then will you liken Me 

         That I would be his equal?" says the Holy One.  

    
26

Lift up your eyes on high 

         And see who has created these stars, 

         The One who leads forth their host by number, 

         He calls them all by name; 

         Because of the greatness of His might and the strength  

 of His power, not one of them is missing.  

    
27

Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, 

         "My way is hidden from the LORD, 

         And the justice due me escapes the notice of my God"?  

    
28

Do you not know? Have you not heard? 

         The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the 

 earth does not become weary or tired,  

         His understanding is inscrutable.  

    
29

He gives strength to the weary, 

         And to him who lacks might He increases power.  

    
30

Though youths grow weary and tired, 

         And vigorous young men stumble badly,  

    
31

Yet those who wait for the LORD 

         Will gain new strength; 

         They will mount up with wings like eagles, 

         They will run and not get tired, 

         They will walk and not become weary. 
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Isaiah 40 is so rich and worthy of reflection that it will be presented 

to you in sections. 

 

Verses 1 - 5 

One of the great excerpts of The Messiah (G.F. Handel) that we listen 

to at Christmas time comes from Isaiah 40, "Let every valley be lifted 

up and every mountain and hill be made low; and let the rough 

ground become a plain and the rugged terrain a broad valley; then 

the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all flesh will see it 

together."    

 

The context of Isaiah 40 is that God's people have undergone severe 

discipline for their sin as God sent them into captivity under the 

Babylonian empire. God had promised through Jeremiah that they 

would be taken into exile for 70 years. Now their 70 years have been 

served and God is sending His prophet to proclaim comfort to His 

people, for her warfare has ended and she has served the full term 

for her sin. Therefore the prophet calls God's people to remove every 

possible obstacle (sin) that would keep them from repentance and 

being restored to a firsthand experience of God's glory. What great 

news! If only God's people will humble themselves, forsake their sin, 

and turn to the Lord, they will experience His mercy and restoration! 

Still there is a fulfillment beyond the people of Isaiah's day. The glory 

of the Lord would also be seen in the Messiah's future salvation (Isa 

52:10), and ultimately in His kingly reign (Hab 2:14; Rev 21:23). 

 

• Has your warfare ended? Has God's just and righteous wrath 

been replaced by His comfort through Christ's payment for 

your sins? His work is done, but you must believe! 

• Have you accepted Christ's full payment for your sins? 

• Have you removed every obstacle and repented of sin that 

keeps you from experiencing God's mercy and blessing?  

• Sin is like a massive mountain or vast cavern that keeps us 

from accessing God's nearness. Jesus Christ bridges the gap 

and welcomes us back into His glorious presence. That's why 

Christmas is a source of comfort! Glory to God in the highest, 
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and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased 

(Luke 2:14)! 

 

Verses 6 – 8 

Our lives are frail. But God's word is irrevocable! What assurance we 

can have in His promise.  
 

• Is God's Word a strong tower for you? How often do you run 

to its refuge? 

• Our lives on earth are only momentary, yet Christmas 

introduces us to the hope of eternal life, which Christ gives us 

through His Living Word (1 Peter 1:23-25; James 1:18).  
 

Verses 9 - 11  

Christmas is not just a celebration of the events of Jesus' birth, like 

shepherds, wise men, Angels, and the star.  It is a celebration of the 

significance of this child who was born. Isaiah 40 declares who this 

God-man is that has come to rescue His people: "Here is Your God!" 

He is both greatness and gentleness. He is a mighty warrior and 

triumphant king who will reward the righteous and repay the evil. 

Yet He is a shepherd who will care for His own--holding them close, 

carrying them, and leading them like a gentle shepherd.  
 

• When the end of time comes, will He come against you as a 

warrior or will He come for you as a shepherd?  

• Will His greatness be your comfort or will it be your demise?  

• If He will be your Shepherd, you must come under His 

authority to receive the blessing of His care.  
 

Verses 12 - 18 

Never lose sight of the fact that Jesus' birth was not His beginning. 

He has always been the eternal Son of God from eternity past (John 

1:1-5).  He simply took upon Himself a cloak of human flesh so that 

He could redeem human flesh from the condemnation of sin (see 

Hebrews 2:14).  
  

Don't forget to marvel at the fullness of who this child is that we 

honor at Christmas time. He is the Creator. And this vast, intricate 

universe is just a sample of His unlimited power, wisdom, and ability. 
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There is no one to whom we can compare our Lord and God! He is in 

a category all His own—He is transcendent!  
 

• Have you paused recently to consider how great our God is? 

Have you reminded yourself that His Son is no less?  

 

Verses 19 – 27 

Isaiah 40 goes on to exhort God's people to not give in to the 

temptation of worthless idols. 
 

• Will we devote our lives to the pursuit of things or will we live 

in pursuit of the One who calls all the stars by name? There is 

a great temptation to become "stuff-focused" at Christmas. 

Don't let the real significance of Christmas be robbed by the 

deception of idolatry. Rather, be awed that the One who 

created the heavens and commands the stars has come in 

personal sacrifice to rescue you. Then when we worship Jesus 

as Creator, the "things" of Christmas become blessings from 

His hand for which we can be thankful. 

 

Have you noticed that all the activities of Christmas can have a way 

of making people weary? Wouldn't it be great if this Christmas would 

be energizing and refreshing? It can be if Christmas is injected with 

an intentional reflection on these great truths of who our God is and 

the hope He offers to our lives (Isaiah 40). The final words of Isaiah 

40 offer us such encouragement:  

  

"Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, "My way is hidden 

from the LORD, and the justice due me escapes the notice of my 

God?" Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, 

the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become 

weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. He gives strength to 

the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases power. Though 

youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble 

badly, yet those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; They 

will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, 

they will walk and not become weary" (Isaiah 40:27-31). 
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December 13 

A Savior and Deliverer 

 

Isaiah 19:19-25 

 
19

In that day there will be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the 

land of Egypt, and a pillar to the LORD near its border.  

 
20

It will become a sign and a witness to the LORD of hosts in the land 

of Egypt; for they will cry to the LORD because of oppressors, and He 

will send them a Savior and a Champion, and He will deliver them.  

 
21

Thus the LORD will make Himself known to Egypt, and the 

Egyptians will know the LORD in that day. They will even worship 

with sacrifice and offering, and will make a vow to the LORD and 

perform it.  

 
22

The LORD will strike Egypt, striking but healing; so they will return 

to the LORD, and He will respond to them and will heal them.  

 
23

In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the 

Assyrians will come into Egypt and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the 

Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians.  

 
24

In that day Israel will be the third party with Egypt and Assyria, a 

blessing in the midst of the earth,  

 
25

whom the LORD of hosts has blessed, saying, "Blessed is Egypt My 

people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel My 

inheritance."  

 

This passage provides a picture of just how universal Christ’s reign of 

peace will be over the earth.  Even Egypt, who had once held God's 

people in bondage, will be converted to follow the Lord, and He will 

be a Savior and Champion to rescue them just as He did for Israel in 

the days of her bondage in Egypt (vs. 19-20). In this universal 

kingdom under the reign of Christ, everyone will know the Lord 

including the Egyptians whom God will lovingly discipline under a 

new covenant (vs. 21; cf. Jer 31:31-34; Heb 8:11; cf. Isa 11:9; Hab 

2:14).  

 

Verse 23 refers to friendly relations between the two great warring 

nations of Isaiah's time (Egypt & Assyria)--Christ will establish a reign 
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of peace that would be completely impossible for man to 

accomplish.  

 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas:  

 

• Jesus came so that we could be transferred from the kingdom 

of darkness to the kingdom of light (Col 1:13-14). Is Christ 

your Champion? Give your loyalty to Jesus today!  
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December 14 

Behold My Chosen 
 

Isaiah 42:1-4 

    
1
"Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; 

         My chosen one in whom My soul delights  

         I have put My Spirit upon Him; 

         He will bring forth justice to the nations.  

    
2
"He will not cry out or raise His voice, 

         Nor make His voice heard in the street.  

    
3
"A bruised reed He will not break 

         And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; 

         He will faithfully bring forth justice.  

    
4
"He will not be disheartened or crushed 

         Until He has established justice in the earth; 

         And the coastlands will wait expectantly for His law." 
 

As we search the Old Testament scriptures for Jesus, one of the 

places we find Him is in Isaiah 42. Matthew 12:18-28 quotes these 

verses from Isaiah 42 to demonstrate the gentle and compassionate 

nature of His ministry on this earth at the time of His first coming. He 

did not come with the voice of revolution and rebellion against 

Israel's political enemies (as some expected). He did not come with 

harshness toward the weak and oppressed ("a bruised reed He will 

not break and a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish"). He came 

on a mission of mercy.  

 

Yet, verse 4 refers to how He will return to finish His mission of 

mercy, which will include establishing justice and righteousness on 

this earth by crushing all evil. Revelation describes what we call the 

"millennial kingdom" where Christ will return to reign over the 

nations on this earth for a thousand years with perfect peace and 

righteousness before inaugurating the new heavens and earth (Rev 

19-21).  
 

As we celebrate Christmas we can rehearse not only the events of 

His birth, but His incredible life and ministry that followed and 
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eventually climaxed in His death and resurrection to release us from 

the bondage of our sin. And yet this is just the beginning. All that we 

celebrate of Christ's life on this earth in His first advent (coming) is a 

guarantee for what He will accomplish for us through His second 

coming when He brings a final blow against evil and establishes 

righteousness and peace on the earth. 

 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas:  

 

• Have you taken your stand for Christ? Are you are part of His 

kingdom, which will eventually triumph and experience 

ultimate peace? Will you be in the line of fire when Jesus 

returns to crush all evil, or has your heart been cleansed from 

sin?  Is Christ your Savior? Take hold of His forgiveness today!  
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December 15 

A Servant Brings Salvation 

 

Isaiah 49:1-7 

    
1
Listen to Me, O islands, and pay attention, you peoples from 

 afar. The LORD called Me from the womb; From the body of 

 My mother He named Me.  

   
2
He has made My mouth like a sharp sword, 

         In the shadow of His hand He has concealed Me; 

         And He has also made Me a select arrow, 

         He has hidden Me in His quiver.  

    
3
He said to Me, "You are My Servant, Israel, 

         In Whom I will show My glory."  

    
4
But I said, "I have toiled in vain, 

         I have spent My strength for nothing and vanity; 

         Yet surely the justice due to Me is with the LORD, 

         And My reward with My God."  

    
5
And now says the LORD, who formed Me from the womb to be 

 His Servant, to bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel might  be 

gathered to Him (For I am honored in the sight of the  LORD, 

  And My God is My strength),  

    
6
He says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant 

         To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved 

 ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations 

         So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth."  

    
7
Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and its Holy One, 

         To the despised One, 

         To the One abhorred by the nation, 

         To the Servant of rulers, 

         "Kings will see and arise, 

         Princes will also bow down, 

         Because of the LORD who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel 

 who has chosen You." 

 

The One speaking in Isaiah 49 is the Lord Himself (cf. 48:17). In verse 

1 we discover that the Messiah will be born of a woman, yet He 

would be unlike any other person who has walked upon this earth. 
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He would be a select arrow, uniquely chosen by God, and His word 

would be powerful in overcoming His enemies (i.e. My mouth like a 

sharp sword). His mission on this earth would fulfill what Israel failed 

to do in being a light to the nations by reflecting God's glory (vs. 2). 

When Jesus first came, though His life was largely marked by God's 

favor through miraculous power and authoritative teaching, it was 

also overshadowed by suffering and death in the rejection of Israel. 

To many, His remarkable life may have appeared to end as a tragic 

waste (vs. 4). However, Jesus did not live His life on the basis of 

human or worldly success (the kind of Messiah that most were 

waiting for). In the midst of rejection, He rather looked to God 

for justice and reward, and lived His life for the honor of His Father 

(vs. 5). When everyone else had their eyes on momentary success, 

Jesus lived for eternal glory and gave up His life to restore God's 

people and open the door of salvation to the whole world.  

  

So why reflect on Isaiah 49 during the Christmas season? Because 

the Christ child was not only born as Israel's Messiah; He came to be 

the Savior of the world! That means that we get to be included in the 

blessing of His first coming (salvation from sin) and the hope of His 

future return (eternal reward).  

  

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas: 

 

• There is a lot of "Servant" language in Isaiah: Isaiah, Israel, 

and Messiah were all referred to as God's servants. Is my life 

reflecting the servant-life of Jesus? How can I represent Jesus 

in how I serve others this Christmas?  

 

• The Messiah of Isaiah 49 would be "a light to the nations" (vs. 

6). Jesus said, "While I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world...he who follows me shall not walk in darkness but shall 

have the light of life" (John 9:5; 8:12). Yet He included His 

followers in the mission of light: "You are the light of the 

world....Let your light shine before men in such a way that 

they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is 

in heaven" (Matt 5:14-16). Is your life reflecting Christ as the 
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light of the World? Are you aware of opportunities God is 

giving you to speak of the hope you have in Christ? Is your life 

growing in grace so that your witness for Christ is seasoned 

with God's favor?  

 

• What's the focal point of your life? Are you living for 

momentary earthly success or are you preoccupied with 

honoring your Father, even when it is temporarily costly to 

you? Are you willing to surrender success in the world's eyes 

to embrace Messiah's mission of reaching the lost? In the 

1950's five young men died as martyrs seeking to bring the 

gospel to the Auca Indians. News headlines around the world 

declared that the lives of Jim Elliot and his four friends had 

been tragically wasted. Yet, just before his death, Jim Elliot 

wrote these words: "He is no fool who gives what he cannot 

keep to gain what he cannot lose." What will you give to Jesus 

this Christmas? He may not require you to be a martyr in the 

same sense that Jim Elliot was, but will you live every day 

surrendered to Jesus? Will you be willing to die to self and be 

a servant to others in your marriage, home, workplace, etc? 

Will you be willing to surrender to Jesus your "rights to 

yourself?" This is the way of the Messiah (John 5:30).  
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December 16 

A Man of Sorrows 

 

Isaiah 53:1-12 

    
1
Who has believed our message? 

         And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  

    
2
For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, 

         And like a root out of parched ground; 

         He has no stately form or majesty 

         That we should look upon Him, 

         Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.  

    
3
He was despised and forsaken of men, 

         A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 

         And like one from whom men hide their face 

         He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  

    
4
Surely our griefs He Himself bore, 

         And our sorrows He carried; 

         Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, 

         Smitten of God, and afflicted.  

    
5
But He was pierced through for our transgressions, 

         He was crushed for our iniquities; 

         The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, 

         And by His scourging we are healed.  

    
6
All of us like sheep have gone astray, 

         Each of us has turned to his own way; 

         But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all 

         To fall on Him.  

    
7
He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 

         Yet He did not open His mouth; 

         Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, 

         And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, 

         So He did not open His mouth.  

    
8
By oppression and judgment He was taken away; 

         And as for His generation, who considered 

         That He was cut off out of the land of the living 

         For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was 

 due?  
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9
His grave was assigned with wicked men, 

         Yet He was with a rich man in His death, 

         Because He had done no violence, 

         Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.  

    
10

But the LORD was pleased 

         To crush Him, putting Him to grief; 

         If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, 

         He will see His offspring, 

         He will prolong His days, 

         And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.  

    
11

As a result of the anguish of His soul, 

         He will see it and be satisfied; 

         By His knowledge the Righteous One, 

         My Servant, will justify the many, 

         As He will bear their iniquities.  

    
12

Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, 

         And He will divide the booty with the strong; 

         Because He poured out Himself to death, 

         And was numbered with the transgressors; 

         Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, 

         And interceded for the transgressors. 

 
Here is a passage of scripture that we almost always read on Good 

Friday but rarely associate with Christmas. Isaiah 53 is known for its 

description of Jesus as our Suffering Servant. Reflecting on Isaiah 53 

at Christmas time is a great reminder that Jesus came to this earth to 

give His life as a ransom for many (Matt 20:28). John MacArthur 

summarizes the message of Isaiah 53 in this way: "God treated 

[Jesus] as if He had committed every sin ever committed by every 

person who would ever believe, though He was perfectly innocent of 

any sin. God did so to Him, so that wrath being spent and justice 

satisfied, God could then give to the account of sinners who believe, 

the righteousness of Christ, treating them as if they had only done 

the righteous acts of Christ" (MacArthur Study Bible; Notes on Isaiah 

53:6). The Apostle Paul said it this way: "God made Christ, who never 

sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Christ" (2 Corinthians 5:21).  
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Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas:  

 

Take a moment to consider how Isaiah 53 relates to the real 

circumstances of your life:  

 

• He came to bear your griefs (vs. 4). What griefs are weighing 

you down?  

• He came to carry your sorrows (vs. 4). What sorrows are you 

carrying?  

• He was pierced through for your transgressions (vs. 5). How 

have you transgressed God's law (disobeyed His commands)?  

• He was crushed for your iniquities (vs. 5). When you hear the 

word sin, what's the first thing that comes to your mind 

about your own life?  

• He took the punishment or discipline (chastening) needed to 

give us peace--to make us whole (vs. 5). Have you been 

experiencing God's discipline lately? Has it led to positive 

changes in your life (repentance, reconciliation, etc.)?  

• He was scourged so that we might be healed (vs. 5). While 

the primary idea here is healing from our sinful state, it 

includes the implications of physical healing (sickness and 

disease are a result of the curse), and restoration of our 

wounded souls (sin leaves us emotionally crippled as well). 

Where are you lacking the deep healing that only Christ can 

accomplish in your life? 

•  He came to take upon Himself your iniquity (vs. 6). The idea 

here is to have your guilt transferred to Himself just as it was 

transferred to the scapegoat in the Old Testament who 

would then be released to carry it out of sight (Lev 16). In 

what areas of your life are you struggling to trust God to 

change you?  

• He came to be your guilt offering--to stand in your place and 

take the punishment you deserved so that you could be free 

from guilt (vs. 10). Why (and for what) do you continue to 

carry guilt when Christ has already provided for your 

freedom?  
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• He came to bear your sin and intercede (speak and act on 

your behalf) for you while you were still a sinner (vs. 12; cf. 

Romans 5:8). Have you responded to His mercy and grace 

with faith and thanksgiving?  

  

Take a moment to release to the Lord each of the things above that 

come to mind (griefs, sorrows, sin, etc.) that are keeping you from 

experiencing the fullness of life Jesus intends for you (John 10:10) 

and thank Him for coming to earth on an intentional mission to give 

you new life! 
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December 17 

God’s Spirit is Upon Him 

 

Isaiah 61:1-3 

    
1
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

         Because the LORD has anointed me 

         To bring good news to the afflicted; 

         He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

         To proclaim liberty to captives 

         And freedom to prisoners;  

    
2
To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD 

         And the day of vengeance of our God; 

         To comfort all who mourn,  

    
3
To grant those who mourn in Zion, 

         Giving them a garland instead of ashes, 

         The oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

         The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting  

         So they will be called oaks of righteousness, 

         The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified. 
 

Take note that Jesus did not come for those who "have it all 

together." He came for the afflicted, brokenhearted, captives, and 

prisoners and He came to bring good news, healing, and freedom. 

We see a foretaste of this in Jesus’ earthly ministry--healing the sick, 

freeing people from the grips of Satan, and restoring sinners with 

forgiveness. That's why Jesus could read Isaiah 61:1-2a and declare, 

"Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing" (Luke 4:18-21). 
 

Yet we have so much to look forward to as Jesus comes again to pick 

up where He left off (Note: In Luke 4, Jesus stopped reading after 

"the year of the Lord's favor" in vs. 2 indicating that what followed in 

vs. 2b-3 would be fulfilled in the future). At the time of Jesus' second 

coming He will complete His mission of comforting those who mourn 

and replace their despair with gladness and praise.  
 

So as we celebrate Christmas we should have a dual focus:  

1) Thankfulness that Jesus meets us where we are in the very real 

circumstances of our lives (that's why His incarnation--coming in the 
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flesh to live a human life--is such a blessing) and 2) future 

expectation and hope as we anticipate Christ's return to replace our 

grief and despair with gladness and praise--forever!  

 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas:  

 

• Do you feel as though you have to uphold an image of 

"having it all together" as a Christian? Release that burden. 

Come to Jesus as you are. But remember that He never 

intends to leave you there. Be completely honest with Jesus 

and let Him have full access to your heart. 

• Are you choosing to live your life on the basis of your 

circumstances or on the basis of your position and future 

hope in Christ? Make the choice to put on a garment of praise 

in every situation throughout this Christmas season.  
 

May you be blessed with the joy of Jesus, the hope of His return, the 

awareness of His presence, and the truth that Jesus is enough! 
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December 18 

A Righteous Branch and Ruler over Israel 

 

Micah 5:2-5a 

 
2
"But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

         Too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

         From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel  

         His goings forth are from long ago, 

         From the days of eternity." 
3
Therefore He will give them up until the time 

         When she who is in labor has borne a child  

         Then the remainder of His brethren 

         Will return to the sons of Israel.  

    
4
And He will arise and shepherd His flock 

         In the strength of the LORD, 

         In the majesty of the name of the LORD His God  

         And they will remain, 

         Because at that time He will be great 

         To the ends of the earth.  

    
5
This One will be our peace 

 

What an amazing prophecy this is! Not only does Micah predict that 

the Messiah would be born in the town of Bethlehem, he makes it 

clear that while this child will be born of a woman, his birth will not 

be his beginning. His origins would be from long ago, from eternity 

past!  
 

Wow! Only God Himself could fit that description. And yet He would 

subject himself to time and the limitations of a physical body, even 

its peril of death to rescue His people.  

  

A couple days ago in Isaiah 53 we discovered that Jesus, Messiah, 

would be the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. And 

now in Micah 5 we discover that He will also be the Shepherd who 

will arise to lead, protect, and care for God's people. He will 

shepherd in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of God's own 

name. In time, His greatness will extend to the ends of the earth 
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meaning that He will be King of kings and Lord of lords. And He will 

be our Prince of Peace.  

  

May Jesus, the Lamb and Shepherd, be your celebration this 

Christmas! 

 
Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas: 

 

• Never underestimate what God can do through you.  You may 

feel small, weak, and insignificant – much like Bethlehem.  

But your smallness is irrelevant if you are an instrument for 

the Almighty God to use. 

• Be alert for opportunities throughout this Christmas season in 

which God may want you to be a conduit of His grace and 

peace to others.  Be ever-ready to encourage, serve, and pray 

for those the Great Shepherd leads into your pathway today. 
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December 19 

Your King is Coming 
 

Zechariah 9:9-10 

 
9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

         Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

         Behold, your king is coming to you; 

         He is just and endowed with salvation, 

 Humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

         Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  

    
10

I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

         And the horse from Jerusalem; 

         And the bow of war will be cut off  

         And He will speak peace to the nations; 

         And His dominion will be from sea to sea, 

         And from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas: 

 

• What event in the life of Jesus does Zechariah 9:9 bring to 

mind? 

• Why is it cause for rejoicing that our victorious King of justice 

and salvation is also humble? (see Matt. 11:28-30). 

 

Crowning Him with Praise: 
 

Joy to the World! 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns 

Let men their songs employ 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
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Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found 

Far as the curse is found 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders, wonders of His love. 
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December 20 

The Birth of John is Foretold 

 

Luke 1:1-25 
1
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the 

things accomplished among us,  

 
2
just as they were handed down to us by those who from the 

beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word,  

 
3
it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything 

carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive 

order, most excellent Theophilus;  

 
4
so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have 

been taught.  

 

 
5
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named 

Zacharias, of the division of Abijah; and he had a wife from the 

daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.  

 

 
6
They were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in 

all the commandments and requirements of the Lord.  

 
7
But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were 

both advanced in years.  

 
8
Now it happened that while he was performing his priestly service 

before God in the appointed order of his division,  

 
9
according to the custom of the priestly office, he was chosen by lot 

to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense.  

 
10

And the whole multitude of the people were in prayer outside at 

the hour of the incense offering.  

 
11

And an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of 

the altar of incense.  

 
12

Zacharias was troubled when he saw the angel, and fear gripped 

him.  

 
13

But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your 

petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 

and you will give him the name John.  

 
14

"You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.  
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15

"For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no 

wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his 

mother's womb.  

 
16

"And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their 

God.  

 
17

"It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and 

power of Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE 

CHILDREN, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as 

to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."  

 
18

Zacharias said to the angel, "How will I know this for certain? For I 

am an old man and my wife is advanced in years."  

 
19

The angel answered and said to him, "I am Gabriel, who stands in 

the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to 

bring you this good news.  

 
20

"And behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak until the day 

when these things take place, because you did not believe my words, 

which will be fulfilled in their proper time."  

 
21

The people were waiting for Zacharias, and were wondering at his 

delay in the temple.  

 
22

But when he came out, he was unable to speak to them; and they 

realized that he had seen a vision in the temple; and he kept making 

signs to them, and remained mute.  

 
23

When the days of his priestly service were ended, he went back 

home.  

 
24

After these days Elizabeth his wife became pregnant, and she kept 

herself in seclusion for five months, saying,  

 
25

"This is the way the Lord has dealt with me in the days when He 

looked with favor upon me, to take away my disgrace among men."  
 

 

Crowning Him with Praise: 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
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Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high 

And order all things far and nigh 

To us the path of knowledge show 

And cause us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease 

And be Thyself our King of peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
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December 21 

The Announcement to Mary 

 

Luke 1:26-38 

 
26

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a 

city in Galilee called Nazareth,  

 
27

to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

descendants of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  

 
28

And coming in, he said to her, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 

with you."  

 
29

But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept pondering 

what kind of salutation this was.  

 
30

The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found 

favor with God.  

 
31

"And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you shall name Him Jesus.  

 
32

"He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and 

the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;  

 
33

and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom 

will have no end."  

 
34

Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"  

 
35

The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and 

for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.  

 
36

"And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son 

in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth 

month.  

 
37

"For nothing will be impossible with God."  

 
38

And Mary said, "Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done 

to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.  

 

Crowning Him with Praise: 
 

O Holy Night 

O holy night! the stars are brightly shining, 

It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth; 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
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Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,  

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 

Fall on your knees, Oh, hear the angel voices! 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born! 

O night, O holy night, O night divine! 
 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming 

With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand 

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 

Here came the wise men from Orient land. 

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, 

In all our trials born to be our Friend; 

He knows our need, To our weakness is no stranger 

Behold your King, before Him lowly bend! 

Behold your King, before Him lowly bend! 
 

Truly He taught us to love one another 

His law is love and His gospel is peace; 

Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother, 

And in His name all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 

Let all within us praise His holy name; 

Christ is the Lord, Oh, praise His name forever! 

His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! 

His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! 

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King, 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 



56 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, Risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die; 

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 
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December 22 

Elizabeth and Mary 

 

Luke 1:39-56 
39

Now at this time Mary arose and went in a hurry to the hill country, 

to a city of Judah,  

 
40

and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.  

 
41

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her 

womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  

 
42

And she cried out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!  

 
43

"And how has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 

would come to me?  

 
44

"For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the 

baby leaped in my womb for joy.  

 
45

"And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment 

of what had been spoken to her by the Lord."  
 

 
46

And Mary said: 

         "My soul exalts the Lord,  
47

And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.  
48

"For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave; 

         For behold, from this time on all generations will count me 

 blessed.  
49

"For the Mighty One has done great things for me; 

         And holy is His name.  
50

"AND HIS MERCY IS UPON GENERATION AFTER GENERATION 

         TOWARD THOSE WHO FEAR HIM.  
51

"He has done mighty deeds with His arm; 

         He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their 

 heart.  
52

"He has brought down rulers from their thrones, 

         And has exalted those who were humble.  
53

"HE HAS FILLED THE HUNGRY WITH GOOD THINGS; 

         And sent away the rich empty-handed.  
54

"He has given help to Israel His servant, 

         In remembrance of His mercy,  
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 55
As He spoke to our fathers, 

         To Abraham and his descendants forever."  

 
56

And Mary stayed with her about three months, and then  returned 

to her home.  

 

Crowning Him with Praise: 
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, 

O Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Angels From the Realms of Glory 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story,  

Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship,  

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
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Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with man is now residing, 

Yonder shine the infant light: 

 Come and worship, come and worship,  

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

Wise men, leave your contemplation,  

Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, 

Ye have seen His natal star: 

Come and worship, come and worship,  

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

Saints before the altar bending, 

Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

In His temple shall appear: 

Come and worship, come and worship,  

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
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December 23 

The Birth of Christ 

 

Matthew 1:18-25 
18

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary 

had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was 

found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.  

 
19

And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting 

to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly.  

 
20

But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been 

conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  

 
21

"She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 

save His people from their sins."  

 
22

Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet:  

 
23

"BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A 

SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which 

translated means, "GOD WITH US."  

 
24

And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him, and took Mary as his wife,  

 
25

but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His 

name Jesus.  
 

Crowning Him with Praise: 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting Light: 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep  

Their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth! 

And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth. 
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How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven. 

No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem! Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel! 
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December 24 

The Birth of Jesus 
 

Luke 2:1-20 
1
Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a 

census be taken of all the inhabited earth.  

 
2
This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.  

 
3
And everyone was on his way to register for the census, each to his 

own city.  

 
4
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to 

Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was 

of the house and family of David,  

 
5
in order to register along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and 

was with child.  

 
6
While they were there, the days were completed for her to give 

birth.  

 
7
And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in 

cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for 

them in the inn.  

 
8
In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the 

fields and keeping watch over their flock by night.  

 
9
And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.  

 
10

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring 

you good news of great joy which will be for all the people;  

 
11

for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord.  

 
12

"This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths 

and lying in a manger."  

 
13

And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying,  

    
14

"Glory to God in the highest, 

         And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased."  

 
15

When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds began saying to one another, "Let us go straight to 
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Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord 

has made known to us."  

 
16

So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, 

and the baby as He lay in the manger.  

 
17

When they had seen this, they made known the statement which 

had been told them about this Child.  

 
18

And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them 

by the shepherds.  

 
19

But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart.  

 
20

The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that 

they had heard and seen, just as had been told them.  
 

Crowning Him with Praise: 
 

Angels We Have Heard On High 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains, 

Glo-----ria in excelsis De-o, 

Glo-----ria in excelsis De--o. 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong? 

Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song? 

Glo-----ria in excelsis De-o, 

Glo-----ria in excelsis De--o. 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

Glo-----ria in excelsis De-o, 

Glo-----ria in excelsis De--o. 

 

The First Noel 

The first noel the angel did say  

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Noel, noel!  Noel, noel!   

Born is the King of Israel! 
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They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the east, beyond them far; 

And to the earth it gave great light,  

And so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, noel!  Noel, noel!   

Born is the King of Israel! 
 

And by the light of that same star 

Three wise men came from country far; 

To seek for a king was their intent, 

And to follow the star wherever it went. 

Noel, noel!  Noel, noel!   

Born is the King of Israel! 
 

This star drew nigh to the northwest,  

Over Bethlehem it took its rest; 

And there it did both stop and stay, 

Right over the place where Jesus lay. 

Noel, noel!  Noel, noel!   

Born is the King of Israel! 
 

Then entered in those wise men three, 

Full reverently upon their knee, 

And offered there, in His presence, 

Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 

Noel, noel!  Noel, noel!   

Born is the King of Israel! 
 

Then let us all with one accord 

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 

That hath made heaven and earth of naught, 

And with His blood mankind hath bought. 

Noel, noel!  Noel, noel!   

Born is the King of Israel! 
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December 25 

The Visit of the Magi 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 

 
1
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 

Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,  

 
2
"Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His 

star in the east and have come to worship Him."  

 
3
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 

with him.  

 
4
Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 

inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  

 
5
They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been 

written by the prophet:  

 
6
AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, 

         ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF 

 JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER 

         WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.'"  

 
7
Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the 

exact time the star appeared.  

 
8
And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully 

for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I 

too may come and worship Him."  

 
9
After hearing the king, they went their way; and the star, which 

they had seen in the east, went on before them until it came and 

stood over the place where the Child was.  

 
10

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  

 
11

After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His 

mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, 

opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh.  

 
12

And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, 

the magi left for their own country by another way.  

 

Crowning Him with Praise: 
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We Three Kings of Orient Are 

 

We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

O-- star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to Thy perfect light. 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,  

Gold I bring to crown Him again, 

King forever, ceasing never over us all to reign. 

O-- star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to Thy perfect light. 
 

Frankincense to offer have I, Incense owns a Deity nigh; 

Prayer and praising all men raising, Worship Him, God on high. 

O-- star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to Thy perfect light. 
 

 

Myrrh is mine its bitter perfume,  

Breathes a life of gathering gloom 

Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 

O-- star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to Thy perfect light. 
 

Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice; 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Sounds thru the earth and skies. 

O-- star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to Thy perfect light. 
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December 26 

Presentation in the Temple 

 

Luke 2:21-38 

 
21

And when eight days had passed, before His circumcision, His name 

was then called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was 

conceived in the womb.  

 
22

And when the days for their purification according to the law of 

Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present 

Him to the Lord  

 
23

as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "EVERY firstborn MALE THAT 

OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD"),  

 
24

and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of 

the Lord, "A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS."  

 
25

And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and 

this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of 

Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  

 
26

And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  

 
27

And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law,  

 
28

then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,  

    
29

"Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in 

 peace, According to Your word;  

    
30

For my eyes have seen Your salvation,  

    
31

Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  

    
32

A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, 

         And the glory of Your people Israel."  

 
33

And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were 

being said about Him.  

 
34

And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, 

this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a 

sign to be opposed--  

 
35

and a sword will pierce even your own soul--to the end that 

thoughts from many hearts may be revealed."  
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36

And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher She was advanced in years and had lived with her 

husband seven years after her marriage,  

 
37

and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the 

temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers.  

 
38

At that very moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, 

and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem.  

 

Crowning Him with Praise: 
 

Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s Strength and Consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear Desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 

 

Born Thy people to deliver, Born a child and yet a King, 

Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all sufficient merit raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
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December 27 

Youth and Ministry 

 

Luke 2:39-52 

Return to Nazareth 

 
39

When they had performed everything according to the Law of the 

Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city of Nazareth.  

 
40

The Child continued to grow and become strong, increasing in 

wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.  

 

Visit to Jerusalem 

 
41

Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the 

Passover.  

 
42

And when He became twelve, they went up there according to the 

custom of the Feast;  

 
43

and as they were returning, after spending the full number of days, 

the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. But His parents were 

unaware of it,  

 
44

but supposed Him to be in the caravan, and went a day's journey; 

and they began looking for Him among their relatives and 

acquaintances.  

 
45

When they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem looking for 

Him.  

 
46

Then, after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the 

midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them 

questions.  

 
47

And all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His 

answers.  

 
48

When they saw Him, they were astonished; and His mother said to 

Him, "Son, why have You treated us this way? Behold, Your father 

and I have been anxiously looking for You."  

 
49

And He said to them, "Why is it that you were looking for Me? Did 

you not know that I had to be in My Father's house?"  

 

 
50

But they did not understand the statement which He had made to 

them.  
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51

And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He 

continued in subjection to them; and His mother treasured all these 

things in her heart.  

 
52

And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 

God and men.  

 

Matthew 3:13-17 

The Baptism of Jesus 

 
13

Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be 

baptized by him.  

 
14

But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized 

by You, and do You come to me?"  

 
15

But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this 

way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted 

Him.  

 
16

After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; 

and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending as a dove and lighting on Him,  

 
17

and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved 

Son, in whom I am well-pleased."  

 

Luke 4:1-22 

The Temptation of Jesus 
1
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led 

around by the Spirit in the wilderness  

 
2
for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And He ate nothing 

during those days, and when they had ended, He became hungry.  

 
3
And the devil said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, tell this stone 

to become bread."  

 
4
And Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON 

BREAD ALONE.'"  
5
And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in 

a moment of time.  

 
6
And the devil said to Him, "I will give You all this domain and its 

glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I 

wish.  
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7
"Therefore if You worship before me, it shall all be Yours."  

 
8
Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD 

YOUR GOD AND SERVE HIM ONLY.'"  

 
9
And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the pinnacle of 

the temple, and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw 

Yourself down from here;  

 
10

for it is written, 

         'HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU TO 

 GUARD YOU,'  

 
11

and, 'ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT 

 YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.'"  

 
12

And Jesus answered and said to him, "It is said, 'YOU SHALL NOT 

 PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.'"  

 
13

When the devil had finished every temptation, he left Him until an 

opportune time.  

 

Jesus' Public Ministry 

 
14

And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news 

about Him spread through all the surrounding district.  

 
15

And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all.  

 
16

And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as 

was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and 

stood up to read.  

 
17

And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He 

opened the book and found the place where it was written,  

    
18

"THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE 

 ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. 

         HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE 

 CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, 

         TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,  

    
19

TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD."  

 
20

And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat 

down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him.  

 
21

And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing."  
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22

And all were speaking well of Him, and wondering at the gracious 

words which were falling from His lips; and they were saying, "Is this 

not Joseph's son?"  
 

Matthew 4:23 

Ministry in Galilee 

 
23

Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing 

every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. 
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December 28 

Death and Resurrection 

 

John 19:1-30 

The Crown of Thorns 

 
1
Pilate then took Jesus and scourged Him.  

 
2
And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on 

His head, and put a purple robe on Him;  

 
3
and they began to come up to Him and say, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 

and to give Him slaps in the face.  

 
4
Pilate came out again and said to them, "Behold, I am bringing Him 

out to you so that you may know that I find no guilt in Him."  

 
5
Jesus then came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 

robe. Pilate said to them, "Behold, the Man!"  

 
6
So when the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out 

saying, "Crucify, crucify!" Pilate said to them, "Take Him yourselves 

and crucify Him, for I find no guilt in Him."  

 
7
The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and by that law He ought 

to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God."  

 
8
Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more 

afraid;  

 
9
and he entered into the Praetorium again and said to Jesus, "Where 

are You from?" But Jesus gave him no answer.  

 
10

So Pilate said to Him, "You do not speak to me? Do You not know 

that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify 

You?"  

 
11

Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it 

had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me 

to you has the greater sin."  

 
12

As a result of this Pilate made efforts to release Him, but the Jews 

cried out saying, "If you release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar; 

everyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes Caesar."  

 
13

Therefore when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out, 

and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement, 

but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.  

 
14

Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about 

the sixth hour And he said to the Jews, "Behold, your King!"  



74 

 

 
15

So they cried out, "Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!" 

Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests 

answered, "We have no king but Caesar."  

 

The Crucifixion 

 
16

So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified.  

 
17

They took Jesus, therefore, and He went out, bearing His own cross, 

to the place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, 

Golgotha.  

 
18

There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, one on 

either side, and Jesus in between.  

 
19

Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It was 

written, "JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF THE JEWS."  

 
20

Therefore many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place 

where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 

Hebrew, Latin and in Greek.  

 
21

So the chief priests of the Jews were saying to Pilate, "Do not write, 

'The King of the Jews'; but that He said, 'I am King of the Jews.'"  

 
22

Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written."  

 
23

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer 

garments and made four parts, a part to every soldier and also the 

tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece.  

 
24

So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, 

to decide whose it shall be"; this was to fulfill the Scripture: "THEY 

DIVIDED MY OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY 

CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS."  

 
25

Therefore the soldiers did these things. But standing by the cross of 

Jesus were His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  

 
26

When Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved 

standing nearby, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold, your son!"  

 
27

Then He said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" From that 

hour the disciple took her into his own household.  

 
28

After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been 

accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, said, "I am thirsty."  
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29

A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge full 

of the sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up to His 

mouth.  

 
30

Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is 

finished!" And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.  

 

Luke 24 

The Resurrection 

 
1
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the 

tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared.  

 
2
And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  

 
3
but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  

 
4
While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men suddenly 

stood near them in dazzling clothing;  

 
5
and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the 

ground, the men said to them, "Why do you seek the living One 

among the dead?  

 
6
"He is not here, but He has risen Remember how He spoke to you 

while He was still in Galilee,  

 
7
saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of 

sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again."  

 
8
And they remembered His words,  

 
9
and returned from the tomb and reported all these things to the 

eleven and to all the rest.  

 
10

Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother 

of James; also the other women with them were telling these things 

to the apostles.  

 
11

But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would 

not believe them.  

 
12

But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he 

saw the linen wrappings only; and he went away to his home, 

marveling at what had happened.  

 

The Road to Emmaus 

 
13

And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village 

named Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem.  
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14

And they were talking with each other about all these things which 

had taken place.  

 
15

While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached 

and began traveling with them.  

 
16

But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him.  

 
17

And He said to them, "What are these words that you are 

exchanging with one another as you are walking?" And they stood 

still, looking sad.  

 
18

One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, "Are You 

the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have 

happened here in these days?"  

 
19

And He said to them, "What things?" And they said to Him, "The 

things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed 

and word in the sight of God and all the people,  

 
20

and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the 

sentence of death, and crucified Him.  

 
21

"But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem 

Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things 

happened.  

 
22

"But also some women among us amazed us. When they were at 

the tomb early in the morning,  

 
23

and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also 

seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive.  

 
24

"Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it 

just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see."  

 
25

And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in 

all that the prophets have spoken!  

 
26

"Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to 

enter into His glory?"  

 
27

Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained 

to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.  

 
28

And they approached the village where they were going, and He 

acted as though He were going farther.  

 
29

But they urged Him, saying, "Stay with us, for it is getting toward 

evening, and the day is now nearly over." So He went in to stay with 

them.  
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30

When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread 

and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them.  

 
31

Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He 

vanished from their sight.  

 
32

They said to one another, "Were not our hearts burning within us 

while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the 

Scriptures to us?"  

 
33

And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and 

found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them,  

 
34

saying, "The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon."  

 
35

They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He was 

recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.  

 

Other Appearances 

 
36

While they were telling these things, He Himself stood in their 

midst and said to them, "Peace be to you."  

 
37

But they were startled and frightened and thought that they were 

seeing a spirit.  

 
38

And He said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts 

arise in your hearts?  

 
39

"See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, 

for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have."  

 
40

And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His 

feet.  

 
41

While they still could not believe it because of their joy and 

amazement, He said to them, "Have you anything here to eat?"  

 
42

They gave Him a piece of a broiled fish;  

 
43

and He took it and ate it before them.  

 
44

Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you 

while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me 

in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled."  

 
45

Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,  

 
46

and He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ would 

suffer and rise again from the dead the third day,  

 
47

and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in 

His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  
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48

"You are witnesses of these things.  

 
49

"And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon 

you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power 

from on high."  

 

The Ascension 

 
50

And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands 

and blessed them.  

 
51

While He was blessing them, He parted from them and was carried 

up into heaven.  

 
52

And they, after worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great 

joy,  

 
53

and were continually in the temple praising God.  
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December 29 

The Incomparable Christ 

 

Colossians 1:15-23 
15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  

 
16

For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him.  

 
17

He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  

 
18

He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, 

the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first 

place in everything.  

 
19

For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in 

Him,  

 
20

and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made 

peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven.  

 
21

And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, 

engaged in evil deeds,  

 
22

yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in 

order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond 

reproach--  

 
23

if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, 

and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have 

heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of 

which I, Paul, was made a minister.  

 

Revelation 1:4-20 

Message to the Seven Churches 

 
4
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, 

from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 

seven Spirits who are before His throne,  

 
5
and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the ruler of the kings of the earth To Him who loves us and 

released us from our sins by His blood--  

 
6
and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father-

-to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
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7
BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see 

Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will 

mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.  

 
8
"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and 

who was and who is to come, the Almighty."  

 

The Patmos Vision 

 
9
I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and 

kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island 

called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of 

Jesus.  

 
10

I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud 

voice like the sound of a trumpet,  

 
11

saying, "Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven 

churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to 

Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea."  

 
12

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And 

having turned I saw seven golden lampstands;  

 
13

and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, 

clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest 

with a golden sash.  

 
14

His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and 

His eyes were like a flame of fire.  

 
15

His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow 

in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters.  

 
16

In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a 

sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its 

strength.  

 
17

When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man And He placed 

His right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the 

last,  

 
18

and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive 

forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.  

 
19

"Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things 

which are, and the things which will take place after these things.  

 
20

"As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right 

hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the 
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angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the 

seven churches.  
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December 30 

Reign and Return 

 

Revelation 5:1-14 

The Book with Seven Seals 

 
1
I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written 

inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  

 
2
And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is 

worthy to open the book and to break its seals?"  

 
3
And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to 

open the book or to look into it.  

 
4
Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to 

open the book or to look into it;  

 
5
and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion 

that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as 

to open the book and its seven seals."  

 
6
And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and 

the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven 

eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  

 
7
And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who 

sat on the throne.  

 
8
When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the 

twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a 

harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 

saints.  

 
9
And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the 

book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for 

God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people 

and nation.  

 
10

"You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and 

they will reign upon the earth."  

 

Angels Exalt the Lamb 

 
11

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the 

throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of 

them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,  
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12

saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 

receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory 

and blessing."  

 
13

And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and 

under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, 

"To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and 

honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."  

 
14

And the four living creatures kept saying, "Amen "And the elders 

fell down and worshiped.  
 

Revelation 21:1-7 

The New Heaven and Earth 

 
1
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 

the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.  

 
2
And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.  

 
3
And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and 

they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,  

 
4
and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no 

longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, 

or pain; the first things have passed away."  

 
5
And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things 

new " And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true."  

 
6
Then He said to me, "It is done I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end I will give to the one who thirsts from the 

spring of the water of life without cost.  

 
7
"He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God 

and he will be My son.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


